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Corsel, obtained a complete victory, immediately took
Saint-Omer, and then joined the King. This contrast
so affected the monarch that never afterwards did he
give Monsieur command of an army! External ap-
pearances were perfectly kept up, but from that mo-
ment the resolution was taken and always well sus-
tained.

The year afterwards the King led in person the
siege of Ghent. The peace of Nimeguen ended this
year the war with Holland, Spain, &c.; and on the
commencement of the following year, that with the
Emperor and the Empire. America, Africa, the Archi-
pelago, Sicily, acutely felt the power of France, and
in 1684 Luxembourg was the price of the delay of the
Spaniards in fulfilling all the conditions of the peace.
Genoa, bombarded, was forced to come in the persons
of its doge and four of its senators, to sue for peace at                  1 j

the commencement of the following year.   From this                   ;i

date, until 1688, the time passed in the cabinet less in                  j,

fetes than in devotion and constraint.   Here finishes                   j!

the apogeum of this reign, and the fulness of glory and                  j

prosperity.    The great captains, the great ministers,                   !

were no more, but their pupils remained.   The second                  \.

epoch of the reign was very different from the first;                  1;

but the third was even more sadly dissimilar.                                 |

I have related the adventure which led to the wars                   |

of this period; how an ill-made window-frame was
noticed at the Trianon, then building; how Louvois
was blamed for it; his alarm lest his disgrace should
follow; his determination to engage the King in a war
which should turn him from his building fancies. He
carried out his resolve; with what result I have al-